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American subjects, all expressing perturbation and uneasiness about what
was appearing in the American press. He was aware also that a divorce case,
in which Mrs Simpson was concerned, was to take place in the near future.
Accordingly, he determined to ask His Majesty for an interview. This took
place at Fort Belvedere on 20th October (1936), the first of the interviews
between the King and the Prime Minister on the question of his mamage.
In these interviews the Prime Minister spoke with complete frankness, and His
Majesty on no occasion took any offence. " The whole of our discussions/'
declared Mr Baldwin, " have been carried out, as I have said, with an increase
if possible of that mutual respect and regard in which we stood."

I reminded him of what I had often told him and his brothers in years past, and
that is this: You take the British Monarchy, a unique institution. The Crown in
this country through the centuries has been deprived of many of its prerogatives,
but to-day, while that is true, it stands for far more than it ever has done in its history,

The importance of its integrity is, beyond all question, far greater than it has ever
been, being as it is not only the last link of Empire that is left, but the guarantee in
this country, so long as it exists in that integrity, against many evils that have affected
and afflicted other countries. There is no man in this country, to whatever party
he may belong, who would not subscribe to that (Cheers). But while this feeling largely
depends on the respect that has grown up in the last three generations for the Monarchy,
it might not take so long, in face of the kind of criticisms to which it was being exposed,
to lose that power far more rapidly than it was built up, and once lost, I doubt if any-
thing could restore it.

After further speaking, plain and sensible, on the part of Mr Baldwin, the
King said: " I am going to marry Mrs Simpson and am prepared to go/*
Mr Baldwin's reply was : " Sir, this is most grievous news and it is impossible
for me to make any comment on that to-day."

On 25th November Mr Baldwin again saw the King, who asked him what
he thought of a proposal for a " morganatic " marriage, Mr Baldwin declared
that he thought Parliament would never pass such a bill. He offered to inquire
further into this question. On 2nd December the King saw him again. Mr
Baldwin was able to inform him : " The inquiries had gone far enough to show
that neither in the Dominions nor here would there be any prospect of such
legislation being accepted." This seems to have finished the affair in the
King's mind. " His Majesty said he was not surprised at that answer,
and he never returned to' it again. ... He behaved then as a great
gentleman."

At the time of this interview, 2nd December, the crisis was opening in all

its intensity, for it was on ist December that the Bishop of Bradford unwittingly

stepped into fame by referring to the King in his address to the Diocesan Con-

> ference.   Eight days ended the crisis.   The King's " final and definite " decision